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Both these routes were in the hands of the Venetians and
Genoese

(c) The third followed the same line as the first to the Tigris,
then across the highlands of Armenia to Trcbizond and the
Black Sea, then by Kief and Novgorod to the Oder and the
Baltic.

The Latin Conquest of Constantinople in the thiiteenth
century roused the fanaticism of the Mohammedan tribes of
Asia Minor and so blocked the first route entirely and the third
to an extent that made it dangerous though not impossible.
It was the Turkish pressure that created a desire for an all-sea
route to India, which led in the fifteenth century to the discovery
of the Cape of Good Hope and of America.

Summary. I. English trade in the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries was carried on by means of markets and fairs. All
towns possessed the former, and there was a good number of
the latter. The market was a weekly event and supplied local
needs, the fair came once a year for a limited number of days
and provided the chief mart for wholesale selling and for pro-
vision of stores.

2.  Roads were not very good, but might haw been worse.
They were kept in repair as a charge on the parishes, but it was
also necessary often to appeal to the piety or benevolence of
men and communities to got extensive repairs done.

3.  The authorities tried to control trade routes for the principal
articles of commerce, especially of wool.    This was done to
secure proper supervision and also the king's customs.    The
Staple was part of such a scheme, whereby the trade was driven
into the hands of certain merchants and carried on at a fixed place.

4.  Foreign trade was almost entirely in the hands of aliens
at this period.   They were viewed with great hostility by the
English traders and attempts made to circumscribe their activity.
The king supported the aliens and early in the fourteenth century
they had broken down the burgher monopoly.   Tho Flemish
and Teutonic Hanses wore associations of certain cities that
secured for their merchants special privileges at an early date.